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English.121  White Hill was suspended from his office for his delayed
compliance of the instructions of the Bengal government,

Proposals to restore the Northern Sarkars to me Nizam

The timely intervention of Warren Hastings had prevented an open
rupture between the English and the Nizam. Had the Nizam continued his
friendship with Hyder AH and the Marathas, the very foundation of the
British Empire might have been shaken.

Warren Hastings was so much interested in maintaining friendship
with Nizam All Khan, that he sent a despatch to the Madras Government
proposing retrocession of the Northern Sarkars on the grounds that "their
claim ic the Sarkars on the grant of Shah Alam (1765) was a pretension; the
possess:on of Northern Sarkars was not advantageous since the annual
revenue was only Rs. 43,310; the extent of the sarkars was like the definition
of a Mathematical line, length without breadth; the Company's investment,
the primary motive for their acquisition of the Sarkars was completely lost on
account of the investment going down considerably; the defence of the
Sarkars was very brittle and it always was at the mercy of the Nizam." Warren
Hastings contended that the retrocession of the Sarkars would be "the
sacrifice of nothing but a name",122

Warren Hastings proposed to Macartney to make Nizam Ah Khan
accept to send a body of horse to assist the Company in the Carnatic whenever
required. The Company was to retain all such factories, forts and ports in the
Sarkars as were in their possession prior to the Treaty.123

But Macartney totally disagreed with Hastings and denied that the
grounds for retrocession of Sarkars were not correct. m He, moreover,
preferred the Sarkars to the Carnatic. However, the idea of retrocession of
Sarkars, once and for all, was abondoned.
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